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Visit by H.M. the Queen to the Cathedral, 8 July 2021
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600th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE OF
THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF
ST MARY THE BLESSED VIRGIN,
ST GEORGE AND ST DENYS
1421 - 2021

In the presence of
The Most Rev’d and Rt. Hon. Stephen Cottrell
Archbishop of York
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Welcome to Manchester Cathedral
Welcome to the Cathedral and Collegiate Church of St Mary, St Denys and St George
in the heart of the City of Manchester. The building is the old mediaeval Parish Church
of Manchester. King Henry V first granted it Collegiate status in 1421 and it became
Manchester’s Cathedral on the creation of the Diocese of Manchester in 1847. It is
believed that there has been a church on or near this site for over a thousand years.
This service was due to take place in May 2021. However, due to the Coronavirus
pandemic, it had to be postponed to May 2022.

Safeguarding
Manchester Cathedral works hard to create safe environments where children and
young people are protected and where all people, especially those who may be
vulnerable for any reason, are able to worship and pursue their faith journey with
encouragement and in safety. We follow the policies and procedures detailed within
the Cathedral Safeguarding Handbook. We act promptly on any complaints made,
and work in partnership with Manchester Diocese, the police and social care services
whenever appropriate to do so. Details of our policy and how to voice a concern can
be found on a dedicated page of our website and on the noticeboard at the south
porch.

Live streaming
Please note that most acts of worship in Manchester Cathedral are now live streamed.
Although cameras are focused on those leading worship, please be aware that
your image may be inadvertently captured and streamed. If you would like further
information on the position of the camera at a particular act of worship, please ask
Cathedral Staff upon arrival.

4

Visiting Manchester Cathedral
For your personal safety, the Dean and Chapter strongly encourage you to wear
masks and to use the hand sanitisers provided when visiting the Cathedral.

Hearing-loop
The Cathedral has a hearing-loop.
Please set your hearing aid to setting T.

Have you turned off your mobile phone?
Please make sure that you have turned off your mobile phone and any other
electronic equipment that might interrupt the service.

Recording
Members of the congregation are kindly requested to refrain from using private
cameras, video or sound recording equipment.
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Musicians
The Cathedral Choir is conducted by Christopher Stokes,
Organist and Master of the Choristers.
The organ is played by Geoffrey Woollatt, Sub-Organist.
Trumpets - Alexander Gray, Florence Wilson-Toy,
Frankie Oldham
Chamber Group from Chetham’s School of Music
Sofia Patterson flute
Tako Tkabladze violin
Morvern Scrivener piano
Trinity CE High School Gospel Choir
Conducted by Ms Carla Jane

Cultural Dancer
Nrithya Rammohan, NrithyaKala UK

Music before the service
Trio for flute, violin & piano (Nina Rota)
i. Allegro ma non troppo
ii. Andante Sostenuto
iii. Allegro Vivace con Spirito

Prelude & Fugue in C, BWV 545

Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)
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A Message from The Dean
This Cathedral has been caring for the spiritual
needs of this town and city for more than 600 years
with the establishment of the Collegiate Church.
The Warden and Fellows and later the Deans and
Canons, together with lay colleagues and members
of the community. have prayed in this place
with faithfulness and sincerity. I am extremely
privileged to serve as Dean of Manchester and to
be part of this special celebration. I thank God for
my clergy and lay colleagues and for the entire
Cathedral community, including many who have
gone to glory.
This Cathedral is set at the heart of a global city that continues to make a huge
contribution to the wider world. I am pleased that we continue to connect with
Cathedral communities in Washington, Melbourne, Tampere, New York, Namibia, and
Lahore, amongst others. This reminds us of the diversity of our city region and reminds
us that we are a microcosm of our wider world.
I am pleased that we are a safe and welcoming place for people of all faiths or none. It
is good that the civic community and other statutory bodies are increasingly willing to
work with us for the common good of all our people. All should feel welcome and safe
in this community of faith and I want to thank everyone for contributing to this culture
of safety and caring for everyone, especially those who may feel vulnerable in any way.
This spiritual heart of the city region continues to build on the prayers and service
of the past six decades of faithful people who have graced this place with love and
compassion, working for social justice and inclusion and as a centre for prayer, worship
and mission. May this prayerful, welcoming place continue to celebrate our diversity
and desire to serve Jesus Christ our Lord. May those who come after us continue this
great legacy of faithfulness to God and serve God with love as we build harmony and
peace in our diocese and city region.
We thank the Lord for God’s faithfulness to us and for being ever present with us as we
make our feeble attempts to shine the light of Christ in our society and wider world.
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Manchester’s Collegiate Church and Cathedral
When Henry V in 1421 approved the licensing of a collegiate church at Manchester,
dedicated to St Mary the Blessed Virgin, St George and St Denys, he unleashed a
wealth of energy and investment that transformed the building and resulted in the
construction of many of its special treasures, including the Nave roof, the Quire
furnishings, and the chantry chapels.
As the 16th century unfurled, the collegiate church was buffeted by swift changes in
the religion and politics of England, beginning with Henry VIII’s 1534 Act of Supremacy
and continuing up to the Elizabethan charter of 1578 that declared the collegiate
church would be known as the College of Christ. More turbulence followed with the
Stuart monarchs, and it is a measure of the fluidity of allegiances during this period
that an institution that supported the Parliamentarians during the Civil War was the
same as the one that hosted Bonnie Prince Charlie in 1745.
The Diocese of Manchester that came into being in 1847 brought with it the change of
status from collegiate church to cathedral with the broader role and responsibilities
of that position.
Structurally, the Tower was rebuilt in 1868 and the West End and Porch added in 1898,
followed in succeeding decades by the Champneys and Worthington extensions to the
south-east. As the Cathedral sought to consolidate its mission in the 20th century it
was again caught up in external conflicts, with the bombings of December 1940 and
of June 1996 causing much damage to the fabric and necessitating repair and renewal.
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We remember with gratitude all the individuals and organisations, known and unknown,
who have contributed so richly to the life and mission of the Collegiate Church and
Cathedral, amongst them the following:

•

John Huntington, first Warden, who oversaw major building works;

•

James Stanley II, third Warden, to whom we owe the furnishings of the Quire;

•

Dr John Dee, ninth Warden, mathematician, astronomer and astrologer;

•

Humphrey Chetham, Manchester merchant, who endowed Chetham’s Hospital
(School) and Library;

•

Humphrey Booth of Salford, who paid for Holy Trinity Church and the first of the
galleries in the collegiate church;

•

Canon Cecil Wray, chaplain and fellow, prolific officiant with Joshua Brookes of
marriages and baptisms, whose charity Canon Wray’s Birthday Gift is annually
remembered by gifts of socks,

•

William Temple, Bishop of Manchester and subsequently Archbishop of York and
Canterbury;

•

Dean Alfred Jowett, educationalist and social reformer, appointed by the Prime
Minister Harold Wilson to work on the establishment of the Commission to Racial
Equality, known today as the Equality Commission.

We also remember some of those whose lives and works have touched ours, including:

•

John Wesley, who preached here in 1733;

•

Ann Lee, founder of the Shakers, baptised and married here; emigrated to the USA;

•

Thomas Clarkson, anti-slavery reformer, who preached here on 28 October 1787;

•

Maria Malabran, opera diva, who died aged 28 in 1836 as a result of her insistence
on singing here when in fragile health.
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Manchester Cathedral’s Mission and Future
Our vision as a Cathedral community is to be a place of worship, prayer and welcome,
serving God and all people through our hospitality, education, music, and social
inclusion.

We are committed to:

•

bearing witness to the Christian faith;

•

educating and informing all our communities, heritage and history, arts and music;

•

enhancing and developing our visitor offer and our community outreach, especially
to the long-term unemployed through Volition Community;

•

extending and enlarging our educational, musical and learning activities, with an
emphasis on inclusivity;

•

managing our fabric and finances, including the planning and implementation of
a programme of physical refurbishment and improvement that will lead to the
Cathedral’s long-term sustainability;

•

developing and deepening the theological understanding and literacy of the wider
Cathedral community;

•

exploring means to challenge contemporary society and to achieve greater
equality, diversity and inclusion;

•

deploying modern and effective means of digital communication;

•

working cooperatively with Manchester City Council and our collaborative partners.
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Order of Procession
Crucifer
Cathedral Choir
Organist and Master of the Choristers

Verger

Diocesan Clergy

Greater Chapter
Archdeacons
Diocesan Registrar
The Chancellor of the Diocese

Verger

Visiting Deans
Visiting Bishops
Cathedral Clergy
Cathedral Chapter
The Dean
Bishop of Middleton

Bishop of Bolton

Bishop of Manchester
Archbishop of York
Archbishop’s Chaplain
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Please stand

The Processional Hymn
All remain standing during the procession

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven;
To his feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like me his praise should sing?
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise the everlasting King.
Praise him for his grace and favour
To our fathers in distress;
Praise him still the same for ever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Praise him! Praise him!
Glorious in his faithfulness.
Father-like, he tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame he knows;
In his hands he gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him! Praise him!
Widely as his mercy flows.
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Angels, help us to adore him;
Ye behold him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before him;
Dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him! Praise him!
Praise with us the God of grace.

Praise, My Soul NEH 436

H F Lyte (1793-1847)

J Goss (1800-80)
Please sit

Introduction and Welcome
The Very Rev’d Rogers Govender MBE
The Dean of Manchester
We gather, looking back to see the paths taken,
All

Looking forward to see our path.

We honour those who have gone before us,
All

Learning from their successes and failures.

We celebrate who we are today,
All

And welcome the possibilities and opportunities before us.

We gather to worship God,
All

the God of yesterday, today and tomorrow.

Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here at
Manchester Cathedral to celebrate our special Anniversary with us.
We are delighted to welcome you to the City of Manchester and her Cathedral Church
for this service to commemorate the 600th Anniversary of the founding of the Collegiate
Church.
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Let us pray
Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people,
that in their vocation and ministry
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

All

Collect for the 5 Sunday after Trinity
th

Greetings from the Bishop of Salford
The Rt Rev’d John Arnold
Greetings from the Lord-Lieutenant of Greater Manchester
Sir Warren Smith KCVO KStJ JP
Greetings from the High Sheriff of Greater Manchester
Lorraine Worsley-Carter MBE DL
Greetings from the Lord Mayor of Manchester
Councillor Tommy Judge

14

Bible Reading
Isaiah 6. 1-8
Read by Mrs Yvonne Mackereth
Chair of the House of Laity
Diocese of Manchester

A reading from Isaiah
1.

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty;

and the hem of his robe filled the temple.
2.

Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered

their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.

3.

And one

called to another and said:
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.’
4.

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house

filled with smoke.

5.

And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips,

and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord
of hosts!’
6.

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the

altar with a pair of tongs. 7. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that
this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ 8. Then
I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And
I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’
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Psalm 122
sung by the Choir

I was glad when they said unto me:
We will go into the house of the Lord.
Our feet shall stand in thy gates:
O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city:
that is at unity in itself.
O pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
they shall prosper that love thee.
Peace be within thy walls:
and plenteousness within thy palaces.

C. Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918)

Psalm 122. 1-3, 6, 7
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Bible Reading
Luke 4. 14-22
Read by The Rev’d Nick Watson
Area Dean of Manchester South & Stretford

A reading from Luke
14.

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report

about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15. He began to teach in their
synagogues and was praised by everyone.
16.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the

synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17. and the
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written:
18.

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19.

20.

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes

of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today
this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22. All spoke well of him and were
amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this
Joseph’s son?’
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Sermon
The Most Rev’d and Rt. Hon. Stephen Cottrell
Archbishop of York

“Total Praise” by Richard Smallwood
Trinity High School Gospel Choir

From Canon Wray’s Sock Appeal in 1866
to the Booth Centre and Volition:
gospel-inspired social action
Since the time of Canon Cecil Wray’s regular appeals for warm clothing for the
destitute of Manchester in the 19th century, Manchester Cathedral has been active in
tackling social need in the city.
The Booth Centre, now a leading charity addressing homelessness, began in our West
End office. Volition, a ground-breaking charity helping the long-term unemployed
to return to work, operates from our Visitor Centre and has now spread to Salford
Cathedral. The Cathedral convenes community discussion events before elections
and referenda and organises meetings to inform and lobby regional MPs on issues
affecting asylum seekers and refugees. Over the last few years, clergy have facilitated
policy discussions between faith organisations and the Greater Manchester Combined
Authority on health and social care.
Before the pandemic we regularly held a Peace and Unity summer fair with contributions
from many different faith communities.
David Holgate,
Sub-Dean and Canon for Theology and Mission
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Standing for Six
Hundred Years
read by Andrew Rudd
Poet in Residence
Manchester Cathedral
Cathedral, you stand
for all that is good,
for peace and welcome.
You stand for Manchester:
six centuries of struggle
to become a city of hope.
You will not stand for terror,
bigotry, or bullying. You take
a stand for compassion.
You stand for choristers
to take hold of the air
and braid it into harmony.
You stand, a lofty nest
where angels sing and play.
You stand for bees to bring
sweetness to your crown.
You stand for the passing stranger,
who keeps all these things
in his camera.
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You stand for the pilgrim
to turn aside from shopping, set down
her carrier bags and breathe.
You stand for the one who lights
a candle, whose tears will never
put it out.
You ring a bell for kindness, you shine
a gentle circle of light.
Long may you stand.
Andrew Rudd
Please stand
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Hymn

Now thank we all our God,
With heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom his world rejoices;
Who from our mother’s arms
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours to-day.
O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts
And blessèd peace to cheer us;
And keep us in his grace,
And guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next.
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All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and him who reigns
With them in highest heaven,
The One eternal God,
Whom earth and heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now,
And shall be evermore.

German, Martin Rinkart (1586-1649)

Nun Danket NEH 413

Tr Catherine Winkworth (1827-78)

Melody in J Crüger’s
Praxis Pietatis Melica c 1647
Harmony chiefly from
Mendelssohn’s Lobgesang 1840

Please sit for the following addresses

Greetings from the Muslim Community
Cllr Naeem Ul Hassan
Greetings from the Hindu Community
Dr Saraswati Sinha
Greetings from the Sikh Community
Mr Parkash Singh
Greetings from the Jewish Community
Mr Russell Conn
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From Thomas Clarkson’s Anti Slavery Address in
1787 to the Challenging Hate Forum: learning with
others how to live out Christian social responsibility
On 28 October 1787 Thomas Clarkson gave a speech to a
packed audience in Manchester Cathedral, which included
50 black Africans, that mobilised opposition to the
transatlantic slave trade in the city for the first time. Since
then Manchester Cathedral has been active in learning how
to work for social justice with people of other faiths and
beliefs. The Challenging Hate Crime forum, convened and
led by the Dean, has been in forefront of this since 2007.
We continue to hold regular events to understand the
problems of human trafficking and slavery today. With people of other denominations
and living faiths, Our Faith, Our Planet works to raise awareness of climate change and
teach carbon literacy. Two regular study groups, Scriptural Reasoning and Scriptural
Encounter, meet to discuss topics and issues raised by the scriptures of faiths other
than our own. Through partnerships with local universities and colleges, we host book
launches and lectures, on topic ranging from affordable housing to whether humans
can ever love robots. I am a University of Manchester doctoral student, currently in
my third year of a collaborative PhD researching the public theology of the Cathedral.

Dominic Budhi,
PhD researcher, University of Manchester
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A Manchester Psalm
sung by the Choir
God is our refuge and our strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth
should change, though the mountains be carried
into the midst of the sea; though nations turn in
fear towards darkening skies, though quick words
catch thoughtless as breath. Three rivers make
glad this city of God, Angel-watched through
changing fields of time. God is in the midst of
his city, it shall not be moved; Sky-lined stone
declares his dwelling place. God will help us rise
on grey damp dawns and lift us up through days
of trembling clouds. The Lord of hosts is with us,
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Behold the works of the Lord, see his kingdom
break through as the sunrise. Who shatters the
yoke and splits the spear, who sings of life in sad
still rooms, who whispers of freedom through
cotton-misted mills. Like the song of distant bees
we hear his promise hum down clust’ring streets;
Be still and know that I am God, Take shelter
under the shadow of my wings.

Philip Wilby (b 1949)

Caitlin Carmichael-Davis
after Psalm 46

Commissioned by the Dean and Chapter of Manchester to
commemorate the 600th Anniversary of the Collegiate Church
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Our Cultures: an Indian Classical Dance
Building harmony & peace in a diverse community
Nrithya Rammohan, NrithyaKala UK

The Collect
The Rt Rev’d Dr David Walker
Bishop of Manchester

Gracious God, as we celebrate 600 years as a Collegiate Church and Cathedral, we
rejoice in our present, we also look forward with eager eyes to the future. We pray
that you would continue to make your love known among us. Help us to look beyond
our walls to the needs of the lost, the poor and the excluded. May this Cathedral
community continue to be a blessing to those around us, and embolden us to move
forward in faith, hope and love toward what lies ahead. Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
All Amen
As we bring our prayers and offer them to the Almighty in our own particular
traditions, I invite those who wish to join me in saying together the prayer that
unites all Christian people in the words that Jesus taught us.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
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Act of Commitment
Led by Nicholas Rank
Canon Dr Addy Lazz-Onyenobi
Lay Chapter Members
A Chorister
God of our Past
We thank you for those who in this place and
over the centuries have:
Worshiped you in spirit and in truth,
Preached the Gospel with boldness,
Ministered to the poor and needy,
Spoken for the outcast and oppressed.
God of our Present
We pray for our bishops and all clergy,
The community of this cathedral and all
congregations throughout the diocese.
May this cathedral and all our churches,
Be beacons of hope,
Places of peace,
Witnesses to truth,
Proclaimers of justice.
God of our Future,
We commit ourselves and
those who follow us to be:
Firm in our faith;
Bold in our witness;
Loyal in our service;
Joyful in our worship;
Just in our actions.
All

Amen.

Please stand
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Hymn

All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
Him serve with fear, his praise forth tell,
Come ye before him, and rejoice.
The Lord, ye know, is God indeed,
Without our aid he did us make;
We are his folk, he doth us feed,
And for his sheep he doth us take.
O enter then his gates with praise,
Approach with joy his courts unto;
Praise, laud, and bless his name always,
For it is seemly so to do.
For why? the Lord our God is good:
His mercy is for ever sure;
His truth at all times firmly stood,
And shall from age to age endure.
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
The God whom heaven and earth adore,
From men and from the Angel-host
Be praise and glory evermore. Amen

William Kethe (d 1594)

Old Hundredth NEH 334
Genevan Psalter 1551
the fourth line fitted
to English versions 1561-3
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The Blessing
The Most Rev’d and
Rt. Hon. Stephen Cottrell
Archbishop of York
Go forth into the world in peace;
Be of good courage
Hold fast to that which is good;
Render to no one evil for evil;
Strengthen the faint hearted;
Support the weak;
Help the afflicted; honour all people;
Love and serve the Lord,
And the blessing of God Almighty,
Be upon you, and those you love
and pray for now and always.
All Amen.

The National Anthem
God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save The Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save The Queen!
Thy choicest gifts in store,
On her be pleased to pour,
Long may she reign.
May she defend our laws,
And ever give us cause
To sing with heart and voice,
God save The Queen!
Origin obscure. Popularised 1745 by the
setting by Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-78)
Fanfare by Gordon Jacob (1895-1984)
Please remain standing.
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Anon

Music after the service
Final, Symphonie VI
Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

Order of Procession
Crucifer
Cathedral Choir
Organist and Master of the Choristers

Verger

Greater Chapter
Archdeacons
Diocesan Registrar
The Chancellor of the Diocese
Visiting Deans
Visiting Bishops
Cathedral Clergy
Cathedral Chapter
The Dean
Bishop of Middleton

Bishop of Bolton

Bishop of Manchester
Archbishop of York
Archbishop’s Chaplain

Please join us for cake, tea and coffee.
Everyone is invited to stay.
Please take this order of service away with you to reflect on the readings, music and
prayers, and as a reminder of your attendance.
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The Most Rev’d and Rt Hon. Stephen Cottrell
Archbishop of York Guest Preacher

GREETINGS FROM
OUR BISHOPS

The Rt Rev’d Dr David Walker
Bishop of Manchester
Both in its present role and its previous status as Collegiate Church, our Cathedral
and its staff have proudly served the people of the Manchester area through times of
prosperity and of peril, in a ministry constantly refreshed to retain its leading role in our
city and society. May the future be blessed as richly has as been the past.
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The Rt Rev’d Mark Ashcroft
Bishop of Bolton
Congratulations to Manchester Cathedral on your 600th Anniversary. We celebrate the
600 years of worship and witness in Manchester through times of incredible change.
Through it all Manchester Cathedral has stood as a beacon of the faithfulness of
God and the radical transformation that the Gospel brings to all people. The recent
transformations of the inside of the cathedral through the organ, heating and new floor
are matched by the transformation through its role in the city bringing peace and unity
instead of division, love instead of hate, justice instead of oppression. May your light to
continue to shine for the next 600 years!

The Rt Rev’d Mark Davies
Bishop of Middleton
Warm good wishes to the Cathedral Community as you celebrate this 600th Anniversary.
I join you in giving thanks to God for the beautiful way in which, both as a Collegiate
Church and now as the Cathedral, this place, through its daily round of prayer, worship
and hospitality has been at the heart of our city and diocese. In giving thanks for all
that has been, so I pray that God will continue to richly bless all that the future holds.
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GREETINGS FROM OUR
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

The Rt Rev’d Dr Matti Repo Bishop of Tampere
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland
Each time I visit Manchester Cathedral I am overwhelmed by the presence of history.
Several generations have worshipped God in this magnificent temple and taken part in
the celestial liturgy where the angels eternally praise God. This is made visible in the
art of the Cathedral. I am particularly fond of the angels sitting high at the ceiling and
playing golden instruments, lute, harp, trumpet, and even bagpipe. It is a wonderful
metaphor of God’s people as an orchestra of different voices. Some instruments might
be considered heavenly and others mundane, but in the end, all are heard by God. I
congratulate Manchester Diocese for the 600th anniversary of the Collegiate Church.
May our friendship continue to grow and flourish as we serve God together.
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The Rt Rev’d Irfan Jamil Bishop of Lahore
Church of Pakistan
It is my joy and privilege to send greetings at this very special service of celebration,
600 years anniversary for the Manchester Cathedral.
Celebrations are to thank God for the people who have been involved in the development
and progress of the Cathedral.
So, today we are thanking God for everyone who have been a part of this Cathedral
during the last 600 years.
It is the time to remember the events which took place over these years. The time of
sorrows and joy, failures and success, disappointments and opportunities, but in spite
of all these circumstances, the faithfulness of God is great.
It is also a time to move forward and renew our pledge that we will continue the mission
of God in the future. As a bishop of Lahore Diocese, I am so grateful to God that we
have been part of Manchester Diocese in these 600 years for almost 30 years.
Along with the Diocese, I have enjoyed visiting Cathedral, sharing the word of God, being
part of various services including the bishop’s consecration services and educational
programmes.
I pray for Dean Rogers and his entire team and the bishop as well. I pray that our
partnership will continue to be stronger and will be source of learning and blessings for
each other.
Congratulations! and the blessings of God be with you and the Diocese, from Church
of Pakistan Diocese of Lahore.
I want to pray for you in the words of Psalm 121.
Regards and God’s blessings
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The Rev’d Dr. Archford Musodza Diocesan
Executive Administrator Diocese of Namibia
Dear Dean and members of the Manchester Cathedral
Greetings from the land of the brave and the Anglican Diocese of Namibia!
I write this message on behalf of the Vicar General of the Diocese, The Very Revd. Nicky
Barth who would have wanted to craft this message personally but he is inundated
with all that needs to be done in connection with the organisation of our forthcoming
Elective Assembly scheduled for the 29th and 30th April 2022, where our next Bishop
shall be elected. Please keep us in your prayers.
It therefore gives me pleasure to write this message and wish you all a happy 600th
anniversary for your beautiful church building which from its timeline I have learned
that it went through lots of ups and downs until it got to where it is today. In Africa
we strongly believe that aging for human beings come with wisdom but for buildings,
especially worship spaces, age comes with a wealth of memories especially to those
whose lives are closely linked to that building in one way or another. I am sure the
Manchester Cathedral occupies a special place for many people in the United Kingdom
and indeed in the entire world.
I am aware that you had originally planned a major programme of events to mark
your Cathedral’s 600th anniversary last year, but in view of the disruption of so many
people’s lives by the covid-19 pandemic that was postponed. We therefore join you
in celebrating this landmark event this year and would like to extend our heartfelt
appreciation for the Link that we have with the Diocese of Manchester. It is our prayer
that once the pandemic has gone, there shall be more exchanges between our Dioceses
as we continue to grow in mission together.
On behalf of the entire Anglican Diocese of Namibia, I wish you all of God’s blessings
on your church’s 600th anniversary.
With Kind Regards
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The Very Rev’d Randolph Marshall Hollerith
Dean, Washington National Cathedral
Washington, D.C., USA
Your friends at Washington National Cathedral join you in giving thanks for 600 years
of mission and ministry at Manchester Cathedral!
Here in Washington, we celebrate the historic Christian witness of our sister Cathedrals
around the world. We draw inspiration from your centuries of service to building up
God’s Kingdom, on earth as in Heaven.
Together with all the saints in glory, we pray that your testimony to the reconciling love
of Jesus Christ will grow ever stronger each year. May you be enveloped by the prayers
of God’s people, and know that we join you in thanksgiving for your faithfulness in
answering God’s call to love and serve the people of Manchester.
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The Very Rev’d Dr Andreas Loewe
Dean of Melbourne, St Paul’s Cathedral, Australia
We give thanks for the privilege of being able to share in a life of prayer at the heart
of two busy cities united by a common heritage. Both our dioceses were led by Bishop
James Moorhouse, our second Archbishop and your third, whose image graces both
our Cathedrals, and whose Cathedra, or teaching chair, in Manchester still shows a
kangaroo as a reminder of his previous responsibilities, and a tangible link between our
two great cities. When Moorhouse left Melbourne for Manchester, he did so after many
years of building up the kingdom of God through his energetic teaching and preaching,
and his relentless setting up of new institutions in what was then the second-largest
city of the British empire. He brought the same energy and passion to his ministry in
Manchester. This year, you mark 600 years of the foundation of the Collegiate Church
of St Mary, St Denys and St George, and 175 years of ministry as a Cathedral. We are
delighted to share with you in the ministry of making the values of God’s kingdom justice, mercy, peace, forbearance and love - known in our two great cities, and are
proud of the historic links that unite our two Cathedrals, and Anglicans across the
globe. I pray that we will be given grace to bring these same links, and values, to life in
the years ahead, through our continued partnership in the good news of Christ Jesus.
With all good wishes.
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Support Manchester Cathedral’s community
development work

If you would like to support Manchester Cathedral’s community
development work: Volition (back to work project) and the Booth
Centre (project that supports Manchester homeless) you may use
this QR code. Many thanks for your generosity and support.
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Special thanks to:
The Most Rev’d and Rt. Hon. Stephen Cottrell
Archbishop of York
The Rt. Rev’d Dr David Walker
Bishop of Manchester
Manchester Cathedral Staff
Manchester Cathedral Volunteers
Manchester Cathedral Bell Ringers
Dr Andrew Rudd, Manchester Cathedral Poet in Residence
Mr Christopher Stokes, Organist and Master of the Choristers
Manchester Cathedral Musicians
Chetham’s School of Music
Mr Philip Wilby, Composer
Trinity Church of England High School
Mrs Helen Bamping and Mr Ian Shaw for the flower arrangements in the Regimental
Chapel, High Altar, Lady Chapel and Baptistry
Frog Flowers for the flower arrangements in the Nave
Friends of Manchester Cathedral for the contribution to the flowers
Nrithya Rammohan, NrithyaKala UK
Members of the 600th Anniversary Planning Group: Mr Nicholas Rank (Chairman),
The Dean, Canon Dr David Holgate, Canon Márcia Wall, Mr Christopher Stokes,
Mr Anthony O’Connor
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Special thanks to our Chapter

From left to right
Front row: Canon Phillip Blinkhorn, The Ven. David Sharples, Canon Márcia Wall, The
Very Rev’d Rogers Govender, Canon Dr David Holgate, Canon Dr Addy Lazz-Onyenobi
Back row: Mr Anthony O’Connor, Mr Stuart Shepherd, Mr Nicholas Rank, Mr John
Atherden, Mrs Ulrike Knox

https://worshipwords.co.uk/words-to-open-a-church-anniversary-service-ana-gobledale-uk/
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