
 

Minutes of the Easter Vestry Meeting 

Held on Sunday 12 June 2022  

Chairman – Rogers Govender, Dean of Manchester. 

Secretary – Jon Moxham took minutes for the meeting.  

1. Opening Prayer 

The Dean opened the Easter Vestry meeting with a prayer of thanks for all those on 

the Cathedral Community Roll, for those no longer with us and for all those who will 

come after us. 

 

2. Apologies 

Apologies had been received from David and Evelyn Haywood; Ian Simpson; Canon 

Márcia Wall; Daphne Greave; Paul Kidd. 

 

3. Notice convening the meeting 

Notice convening the meeting was issued on 11 March 2022, on noticeboards and in 

recent service booklets. 

 

4. Minutes of the previous Easter Vestry meeting dated 26 May 2019 

The minutes of the previous Easter Vestry meeting (see pages 4 and 5 in the Annual 

Report) were reviewed by all those present and accepted as a true record.  

 

5. Matters arising from the previous meeting 

No matters arising. 

 

6. Election of Churchwardens 

The Dean explained that the Church Wardens at Manchester Cathedral have no 

statutory responsibilities but are effectively the Senior Stewards.  It is therefore 

essential that those nominated as Church Wardens are already serving as Stewards 

of Manchester Cathedral.  Churchwardens are all elected annually but may be re-

elected.  The present Churchwardens are Graham Curtis, Sylvester During and David 

Haywood. All three are eligible for re-election. The Dean thanked Graham, Sylvester 

and David for their hard work over the past year. David has announced that he is 

standing down from his current position as Churchwarden. 

 

Nominations for the three vacancies have been invited in advance of the meeting.  

Those nominated, proposers and seconders must all be members of the Cathedral 

Community Roll.   

Four nominations were received: Graham Curtis, Sylvester During Doren 

Hollingsworth and John Coates.  
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The Dean thanked the nominees for their individual representations.  

The vote was cast and collected for counting. 

 

Graham Curtis, Sylvester During and Doren Hollingsworth were duly re-elected; the 

Dean congratulated them all on their appointments for the ensuing year and also 

thanked John Coates for his unsuccessful representations.  

 

7. Election of Stewards 

The Dean thanked all of the 24 stewards for their support and hard work throughout 

the previous year. Their duties are to work with the Church Wardens to provide 

administrative help immediately before, during and after services.  Stewards are also 

expected to help at any Sunday service and occasionally on other days throughout 

the year as required. The Dean welcomed further interest from the floor in 

becoming a steward and If so, asked interested members to please speak directly to 

Graham Curtis.  

Stewards are elected annually and there is no fixed number.  Nominations had been 

invited in advance of the meeting.  Those nominated, proposers and seconders must 

all be members of the Cathedral Community Roll.   

The following existing stewards agreed to stand for re-election- 

Helen Bamping  Geoff Bamping 

Edna Barrero  M Chin 

John Coates   S Crowther 

Jennifer Curtis   Kathryn de Belle 

Joe Ejaks   Janet Ford 

Sharon George  Daphne Greaves 

Paul Kidd   Georgiana Kisaka 

Matthew Law   Peter McCourt 

Josh Okafor   Nick Rank 

Janet Rank   Neville Rowles 

Elaine Screeton  Judith Walsh 

Oliver Westall  Sylvia Wilcox 
 

A total of 24 individuals were thereby appointed for service as stewards in the 

Cathedral (total includes the three Church Wardens). 
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8. Election of Lay Members of Chapter as and when required 

The Dean explained that election was not required due to the governance review for 

the new Cathedrals Measure 2021 and following consultation with the 

Churchwardens and Chapter, it was decided that we should retain the vacancy.   

Nick Rank has agreed to continue as the elected member of Chapter until the new 

Constitution and Statutes come into effect. (Under the new Cathedral measurers any 

new Lay members elected to sit on chapter would be selected from their specific 

expertise.) 

   

9. Any other business 

There was no further business so the Dean closed the Easter Vestry meeting and 

progressed with the opening of the Annual General Meeting.  
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

Held on Sunday 12 June 2022  

Chairman – Rogers Govender, Dean of Manchester. 

Secretary – Stuart Shepherd, Cathedral Administrator. (Jon Moxham also took minutes for 

the meeting.) 

1. Apologies. 

Apologies had been received from David and Evelyn Haywood; Ian Simpson; Canon 
Márcia Wall The welcomed the nominees for their individual representations.  

2. Notice convening the meeting. 

Notice convening the meeting was issued 11 March 2022, on noticeboards and in 
recent service booklets. 

3. Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting dated 26 May 2019. 

The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were reviewed by all those 
present and accepted as a true record. (see pages 6 to 12 in the Annual Report.) 

4. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting. 

No matters arising. 
 

5. Election of the Deanery Synod Representatives as and when required. [+]  

The Dean said that we are not required to elect a new representative under the 
new Cathedral Measures. Sylvester During with continue as elected Synod  
representative. 
 

6. Election of Community Committee members as and when required. [+]  

Again, due to the New Cathedral Measures, we are not required to elect any new 
Community Committee members. Current members are Sylvester During, Doreen 
Hollingworth and Josh Okafor. Ian Simpson has resigned.  

7. Election of Cathedral Council members as and when required. [+]  

We are not required to elect any new Council members under the New cathedral 
Measures but the Dean felt that it was in the Cathedral’s interest to do so and 
therefore we would like to retain our present members and refresh as and when 
required.  Jennifer Curtis and Pauline Dimond will continue as elected members. 
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8.  The Dean’s Report. 
 The Dean opened by personally thanking the Stewards and Wardens for all 

their hard work over the previous two. Graham Curtis wanted the Dean to 
also acknowledge the work of the Welcomers and Guides who provide 
general support, knowledgeable assistance and invaluable hospitality in 
the day-to-day running of the Cathedral.  

 The Dean asked that we continue to pray for Canon Márcia. He updated us 
as to her current situation and medical progress.  She has undergone a 
first round of chemotherapy and conversations with specialists regarding 
possible bone marrow transplants were taking place. She would return to 
hospital in a couple of weeks for further Chemotherapy.  

 The Dean went on to ask us to pray for both Canon David Holgate and 
Patricia as they finally adjust to retirement and to keep David also ion our 
thoughts and Prayers as he too faces some health issues. 

 The Dean wanted to also thank Ft Steve Hilton for his work over the past 3 
years and wished him well for his instillation on Sunday 26 June at 
10.00am – Perth Cathedral, Australia. He encouraged members of the 
Cathedral Community to watch his installation online. 

 
9.   Signing of Humphrey Booth the Elder’s and Grandson’s Charities Annual Report                         

  and Accounts for the financial year ended 31 March 2021. 
 

 Email to confirm that the Report was signed by the Dean at the meeting and  
 given back to Graham Curtis who would deliver it back to the Booth Centre. 

  Hi Sheila and good morning, 

 

 A short note to confirm that The Booth Charities, Report and Accounts were 

signed at the Easter Vestry and Annual General Meeting yesterday; Graham 

Curtis has taken receipt and will no doubt be in touch with you.   

Best wishes, 

Stuart. 

Stuart J Shepherd  

Cathedral Administrator  

t: 0161 833 2220 (ext. 229) 

 

 

10. Financial Report from the Cathedral Accountant. Accounts for the financial year 

ended 31 March 2022 

John Atherden, the Cathedral Accountant, confirmed that the draft financial figures 

presented at the last AGM for the year ended 31 December 2018, had been audited and 

there were no changes to the figures. 

- The figures included in the report for 2019 and 2020 were audited figures. 
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- For 2019 donations & legacies were considerably less than in 2018 as the total return 

allocation from Chapter Estates in 2018, to pay for the Tower repairs was not 

repeated.  Charges & fees arising in the course of Mission were less than in 2018 as 

the figures for 2018 included income for the National Cathedrals’ Conference. Within 

expenditure, Cathedral Upkeep was lower in 2019 as 2018 included substantial costs 

for the Tower Repair.  Cathedral Insurance continues to be a major cost at £81,525.  

Overall, there was net expenditure in 2019 of £183,284 compared to the net income 

of £412,027 in 2018. 

- For 2020, the pandemic hit in March 2020 forcing the Cathedral to close for many 

months.  Visitor donations ceased and income from Events disappeared.  The 

Government’s Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme income of £109,716 helped offset 

salary costs enabling staff to be paid 100% of their normal salary during closures.  

Income from Events fell from £260,130 in 2019 to £40,819 in 2020.  Cathedral 

Upkeep costs in 2020 were similar to that in 2019.  Overall, there was net 

expenditure for the year of £139,838 being slightly better than in 2019. 

- For 2021 the figures are draft, subject to audit.  Donations and Legacies were helped 

by a generous legacy from the estate of the late Barbara Evans.  The demand for 

events returned strongly in September 2021 and total event income for the year was 

£269,120 compared to £40,819 in 2020.  Cathedral Upkeep increased in 2021 due to 

work on the repair of the quire roof which was partly funded by the Cultural 

Recovery Grant.  Overall, there is net income of £164,343 for the year. 

- The accountant explained that income from donation boxes, candles and contactless 

giving was at £96,000 in 2019 and fell to £24,000 in 2020 due to the pandemic.  This 

income increased to £35,000 in 2021 and in 2022 will be almost £30,000 for the six 

months.  There is still a long way to go to achieve pre-pandemic levels for this 

income stream. 

The Cathedral unrestricted reserves continue to be within the parameter set by Chapter. 

The Dean thanked the Cathedral Accountant for his presentation and his work. 

Two questions were received from the floor. 

1. In relation to the money raised from the sale of Honey, where does this money 
go? JA replied that this goes back into Volition as they self-fund the Bee Keeping 
activities, maintenance and support staff. The Lady who raised the question went 
on to ask whether we had considered other fundraising activities including the 
sale of Music CDs? The Dean replied that over the years, the Cathedral Choir 
have released a number of CDs but unfortunately, due to apps like YouTube and 
Spotify, CDs sadly don’t make money as music is now so assessable on line.  

 

2. Doreen Hollingworth questioned the money currently being spent on Teas and 
Coffee’s for what? for the refectory?  The Dean replied that this included 
refreshments/Teas and Coffees offered at Sunday Morning Services and mainly 
on Hospitality offered by the Cathedral for both Internal and External meetings.   
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11. Reports from other Cathedral departments and Volition are available in the 
printed Annual Report for 2021/22. 
 

12. Subsequent representations made by other Organisations, Projects and Cathedral 
departments below. 

a. Envelope Scheme and Planned Giving- Please  

The Dean encouraged those in attendance to continue to give through the system and 
thanked their personal generosity in supporting the life of the Cathedral. He also thanked 
Diane Johnson for managing the Gift Aid process for the Cathedral. 

b. Manchester Cathedral Guild of Change Ringers - No representations made. 

c. Cathedral Community Committee - No representations made.  

d. Churchwardens’ Report.                                                                                                                                          
The Dean wanted to give thanks to David Haywood for his work and said that he was sorry 
that he was stepping down.  He went on to thank John Coates for his representations and 
thanked him for his application. The Dean commiserated him on not being successful this 
year but asked him to continue to be a positive, pro-active and valued member of our 
Cathedral community. 

Results were as follows- 

Sylvester During 91% 

Graham Curtis 88% 

Doreen Hollingworth 82% 

John Coats 40% 

Moving forward, the retained Wardens would take on specific induvial roles this year. 
Sylvester During will organise steward’s teams for special services and events. Graham 
Curtis recommended that Doreen Hollingsworth in her role as Church Warden will have a 
pastoral care for the congregation and work with Márcia upon her return and report back 
directly to the Dean. Graham Curtis wanted to thank Stuart Shepperd for his ‘common 
sense’ approach over the many years to work and Cathedral life.  

e. Communications and Marketing Report - No representations made. 

f. Deanery Synod - No representations made. 

g. Development Project –  

-  Anthony O’Connor presented his summations to those gathered regarding phase 2 of 

the Development Project, the income generated via events and other activities which 

generated over £1m of income in 2021. 
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-           A major part of his activities in 2021 was establishing claims under the cathedrals 

‘Mines & Minerals’ holding. This included investigative work on various historical 

proprieties and land which we have found to be belonging to the Dean and Canons of 

Manchester which is to registered with HM Land Registry  

- Anthony highlighted a commercial deal with Wildstone Capital which will generate   

50% Advertising revenue for the next 100 years, subject to a ten-year review.  

-           The visit by HM The Queens on 8 July 2021 was a great occasion to mark our 600 years. 

Anthony paid tribute to the Friends of Manchester Cathedral in helping finance the 

stone plague for the 600th Anniversary.  

The Dean thanks Anthony for his work.                                                                                           

The Dean went on to also thank the Music department including the Lay clerks, for all the 

work undertaken to enhance the worship within the Cathedral and the difference they make 

to the life of the Cathedral. 

h. Education Department - No representations made. 

i. Electoral Roll – The Dean wanted to thank all the work undertaken by Daphne Greaves 

over the previous year in maintaining the Electoral Roll and keeping the records up to date. 

We currently have 168 members. 

j. Flowers - No representations made. 

k. Friends of Manchester Cathedral –   

The Dean thanked Pauline for all her work and the support she provides for the cathedral in 

her fund-raising activities. He went on to thank all those who provide a service to the life of 

the Cathedral in a variety of forms. Graham Curtis also wanted to specifically mention and 

give thanks to, all the welcomes and Guides for all the work that they do for the Cathedral, 

The Dean echoed the thanks from Graham. 

l. Music Department – No representations made. 

m. Servers - No representations made. 

n. Verger Department – Gareth Screeton (Head Verger) reported that he has started selling 
new candles from the old pascal candles that have been left and is hoping to repeat this for 
Christmas.  

o. Volition - No representations made. 

13. Any other business – No Representations made. 

14. Closing Prayers and the Grace 

The meeting closed with a period of silent reflection and ended with the words of the Grace. 
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For info, the following was displayed on the noticeboards: 

The new Cathedrals Measure 2021 

Cathedrals are unique and wonderful spaces, providing welcome and inspiration to pilgrims, 

visitors and future generations.  They are integral to their local communities (never more so 

than during the coronavirus pandemic) but also recognised nationally and globally as key 

heritage sites.   

The Cathedrals Measure 1999 and the Care of Cathedrals Measure 2011 are the two 

principal pieces of legislation that govern cathedrals.  The Cathedrals Measure 1999 

legislates what is contained within our Constitution and Statutes. 

A new measure, the Cathedrals Measure 2021, received Royal Assent on 29 April 2021.  The 

new Measure contains some fundamental changes for our cathedrals, most notably that 

over the next few years they will each need to register as a charity and be co-regulated by 

the Charity Commission and the Church Commissioners. 

From this summer onwards, the Dean and Chapter will be engaged in a thorough 

governance review and will need to prepare a series of instructions for our solicitors so that 

a new Constitution and Statues can be drafted.  A public consultation exercise will also take 

place.  It is envisaged that Manchester Cathedral will implement the new Measure 

early/mid-2023.  Further information about the process will be provided by the Dean at the 

Easter Vestry and Annual General Meeting on Sunday 12 June 2022 at 12.15pm.   

 


